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The DGA pursues the development of future operational capabilities for the French A400Ms

e The French Defence Procurement Agency (DGA) through the Organisation for Joint
Armament Cooperation (OCCAR), has placed an order with Airbus Defence & Space for
the development of a new multi-mission capability known as the "Parallel Mission System
”. The system is aimed at equipping the French Air and Space Force’s A400Ms with
enhanced parallel mission capabilities to improve the aircraft’s current operational

effectiveness.

o This mission system will be based on an open IT architecture connected to the aircraft’s
flight control system, to which new communication systems, sensors, and effectors will
be interfaced. Thanks to this system, the French A400Ms will be ready to play a key role

in the collaborative combat of the future.

e In addition to the IT core and removable workstations located in the cargo hold, the
contract specifically includes with the integration and interfacing of a removable optronic
sensor. This will enable the French A400Ms to carry out intelligence, surveillance, and

reconnaissance (ISR) missions in support of air-ground operations.



The Parallel Mission System (PMS) for the French A400Ms will be installed in the aircraft’s
cargo hold. It will enable the control and operation of new communication systems,
sensors, and effectors, providing the French A400Ms with multi-role capabilities for
future operations. In the long term, this mission system will also enable the management
of drones, bombs, and missiles that could be released from the aircraft’s cargo hold. The
system is also designed to coordinate missions with ground troops and other assets, such
as Tiger or Caracal helicopters, and fighter aircraft. This aligns fully with the concept of
collaborative combat, i.e., the real-time sharing of information between platforms and

the coordination of their actions within a single network.

These new capabilities are currently under development. They will be installed on an
initial aircraft for qualification and certification by the end of 2028. Ultimately, France
plans to order six complete PMS kits (mission system and sensor) and to modify 20 A400M
aircraft. Each of these kits will be interoperable and able to be installed on any of the 20
modified aircraft. The contract also includes provisions for the Air and Space Force’s
A400Ms to be retrofitted by the Aeronautics Industrial Service (SIAé) to optimise and

accelerate the deployment of these new capabilities.

Manufactured by Airbus Defence and Space, the A400M Atlas is currently a tactical and
logistics transport aircraft in service with the French Air and Space Force. It is capable of
carrying out personnel and equipment deployment missions, evacuation of nationals in
times of crisis, airdrop operations, medical evacuations, and in-flight refuelling. It
succeeds the C160 Transall and, in the long term, the C-130 fleet, thereby increasing
tactical air transport capabilities while offering a new complementary strategic
capability. It benefits from numerous technological advances, particularly regarding
landing capabilities, enabling it to land on rudimentary, unlit runways, including on sea
ice, as well as to fly close to the ground at low altitude in zero-visibility conditions or
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severe weather. The A400M Atlas has a strategic range that enables the Air and Space
Force to carry out regular missions across all overseas theatres of operations and

overseas territories.

Conducted in cooperation within OCCAR with France, Germany, the United Kingdom,
Belgium, and Spain, the programme generates more than 10,000 direct jobs in Europe,
including 2,400 in France. More than 80 companies are involved across the country,

including several small and medium-sized enterprises.
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Technical specifications:

+ Crew: 2 pilots and a loadmaster, depending on the type of mission
« Wingspan: 42.4 metres, length: 45.1 metres, height: 14.7 metres

« Engines: four turboprop engines

« Power output per engine: 11,000 horsepower

+ Maximum take-off weight: 141 tonnes



+ Cruising speed: 0.68-0.72 Mach
+ Maximum payload: 37 tonnes
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