EXx
MINISTERE

DES ARMEES

ET DES ANCIENS
COMBATTANTS

Liberté
Egalité
Fraternité

PRESS RELEASE
FRENCH MINISTRY FOR THE ARMED FORCES
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Paris, 13 June 2026

Liberté 250: the French Air and Space Force commemorates the 250" anniversary of American
independence
e« On June 15* and 22" 2026, the French Air and Space Force (AAE) will conduct
commemorative flybys above sites that are emblematic of French-American history:
Yorktown, Colonial Williamsburg, Arlington National Cemetery, Mount Vernon, and
Washington - DC.

e These flybys are part of Liberté 250, France’s contribution to America’s 250th birthday
celebrations. To mark this occasion, the AAE is deploying a detachment composed of ten
Alpha Jets from the Patrouille de France, France’s precision aerobatics team; an A400M

Atlas, Europe’s most advanced military transport aircraft; and 85 airmen.

o This operation will culminate on the 4th of July 2026.

As part of Liberté 250, a French Air and Space Force operation marking the 250t
anniversary of American independence, France is bringing a detachment to the United
States of America (USA) composed of the Patrouille de France (the French Air Force's
official aerobatics team) and an A400M Atlas, which will provide logistical support for

the entire operation.

This commemorative military operation pays tribute to France’s historic assistance to the

American revolutionaries during the War of Independence and underscores the ties
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forged in the battles that played a critical role in the birth of the USA.

It also illustrates the enduring relationship between the French and American militaries,
as well as the French Air and Space Force’s ability to deploy comprehensive air support

across the Atlantic.

1/ Provisional programme:

Monday, 15 June 2026: Flybys above the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel, Yorktown Victory
Monument and Colonial Williamsburg
Eight AAE Alpha Jets from the Patrouille de France will conduct a commemorative flyby above

several major sites that are important to our shared history.

Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel

Estimated flyby time: 10:52 a.m.

The flyby above the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel — the first major destination on the route —
will commemorate the Battle of the Chesapeake Bay in September 1781. The decisive victory of
the French fleet commanded by Admiral de Grasse over the British Royal Navy made it
impossible to reinforce or evacuate the besieged British Army in Yorktown, directly
contributing to the victory of the combined French and American forces and leading to

American independence.

Yorktown Victory Monument

Estimated flyby time: 10:58 a.m.

The Yorktown Victory Monument flyby is one of the highlights of Liberté 250. Built to
commemorate the decisive victory of October 1781, this monument pays tribute to the
American troops commanded by George Washington, the French forces led by the Comte de
Rochambeau, and the French fleet under Admiral de Grasse. The Battle of Yorktown marked
the conclusion of the military campaign that led to American independence and remains one

of the most powerful symbols of France’s military assistance to the American revolutionaries.

Colonial Williamsburg

Estimated flyby time: 11:00 a.m.

The capital of the Virginia Colony from 1699 until the Revolutionary War, Williamsburg was one
of the main political centers that nurtured the ideas leading to U.S. Independence. Preserved as
Colonial Williamsburg, it is one of the most emblematic American historical sites and offers

exceptional insights into 18th-century American life.

Flight modalities
Departure base: NASA Wallops Flight Facility (VA)
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Takeoff time for eight Patrouille de France Alpha Jets: 10:40 a.m.
Arrival base: Naval Air Station Patuxent River (MD)
Landing time: 11:15 a.m.

These times are given for information purposes only and are subject to change, depending on

operational and meteorological constraints.

Monday, 22 June 2026: Flybys above Washington - DC, Arlington and Mount Vernon
The French Air and Space Force will conduct a commemorative flyby with eight of the

Patrouille de France Alpha Jets above three emblematic U.S. history and commemorative sites.

Washington National Mall

The National Mall flyby will see the French Air and Space Force aircrafts fly above the heart of
America’s capital. The Mall, which is bordered by the Capitol building, the Washington
Monument and the primary U.S. monuments, is the symbol of the American institutions that

grew out of the American Revolution and the War of Independence.

Arlington National Cemetery

The Arlington National Cemetery flyby will pay tribute to the generations of U.S. troops who
died serving their country. This commemorative sequence will underscore the brotherhood in

arms that has united the U.S. and French armed forces for over two centuries.

Mount Vernon

The Mount Vernon flyby above George Washington’s historic home will serve as a reminder of
the key role that the first president of the United States played in the American Revolution.
Ahead of the decisive Yorktown campaign, George Washington and the Comte de
Rochambeau met on their march to Virginia, illustrating the French-American military

cooperation that made victory possible in 1781.

Flight modalities
Departure base: Naval Air Station Patuxent River (MD)

Flyby above Washington - DC, Arlington National Cemetery and Mount Vernon
Arrival base: Joint Base Andrews (MD)

Schedule: 10:00- 11:00 a.m. (precise schedule to be shared at a later date)

Tuesday, 23 June 2026 : Press conference at the Embassy of France

From 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., the Embassy of France in Washington - DC will host a press conference

on Liberté 250 and the French Air and Space Force.

This event will bring together the Liberté 250 mission commander, French Air Force
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brigadier general Pierre Gaudilliere,a Patrouille de France representative, and the

captain of the A400M Atlas being deployed to the U.S. for this mission.

The speakers will present the objectives of this commemorative military mission and
flybys taking place throughout the U.S. in honor of the 250" anniversary of American
independence, as well as the French Air and Space Force’s preparations for this

deployment across the Atlantic.

In order to attend this press conference, journalists must request accreditation from the
Press and Communication Office at the Embassy of France in Washington - DC by sending
a copy of their ID (front and back) to presseinfo@ambafrance-us.org by Friday, 19 June
2026.

Saturday, 4 July 2026: France at the America 250 celebrations

The Liberté 250 mission will reach its culmination during the America 250 celebrations. France
will take part in the festivities organized in New York City around the International Parade of
Sail and associated commemorative events. Eight Patrouille de France Alpha Jets will represent
the French Air and Space Force in the air parade above New York Harbor and the Statue of

Liberty. Schedule and details to be shared at a later date.

The French Air and Space Force’s A400M Atlas, which is being deployed as part of Liberté 250,

will support the entire operation.
2/ Useful ressources:

For press kit, photos, videos follow:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1 avZYiWzAwfnWt8WCn|XuLG SQowh6ho (daily

update, copyright French Air and Space Force).

To watch the press conference made in France presenting the Liberté 250 mission, click

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5ZnyL{AFDs



mailto:presseinfo@ambafrance-us.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_avZYiWzAwfnWt8WCnJXuLG_SQowh6ho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5ZnyLjAFDs
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France and the U.S. share a unique bond that dates back to the 1700s. It was forged by
Enlightenment ideals and cemented by blood spilled in the name of freedom. This alliance was
solidified during the Revolutionary War (1775-1783). In 1778, France became the American
revolutionaries’ first ally, deploying forces in support of General George Washington,
commander of the Continental Army. The victory at the Battle of Yorktown, where soldiers from
the French Army and Navy played a key role by encircling the British troops, remains a powerful
symbol of our countries’ military cooperation. Later on, the Statue of Liberty, which France gave
the U.S. in 1886, became the universal emblem of our shared values of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity. Today, the French Air and Space Force’s Liberté 250 mission combines gatherings,
high-intensity exercises and the continuation of the Lafayette Escadrille legacy, carrying on a

centuries-old tradition that bears special significance for airmen.

Media contacts

French Air and Space Force

Information and Public Relations Department
missionliberte250@gmail.com
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