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Joint statement by the minister for the Armed forces and Veterans of France, Mrs Catherine

Vautrin and the minister of Defence of Estonia, Mr Hanno Pevkur

The Minister for the Armed Forces and Veterans of the French Republic, Catherine Vautrin and
the Minister of Defence of the Republic of Estonia, Hanno Pevkur met in Paris to seek a higher
level of ambition in our strategic partnership. As a symbol of mutual determination, Estonia and
France have decided to sign a Declaration on defence and security cooperation that will

underpin a strengthened commitment for the bilateral security and defence partnership.

Acknowledging the unprecedented security challenges and particularly the long-term Russian
threat to Europe, NATO will remain the foundation of collective defence in Europe. At the same
time, European nations must continue to increase their defence capabilities to assume greater
responsibility within the Alliance, and to strengthen their contribution to NATO. An enhanced
defence cooperation is therefore required between politically willing and military capable

partners.

Over more than a decade, the French Armed Forces and the Estonian Defence Forces have forged



close bond that extends from joint operations in Africa to the shared commitment to NATO's

deterrence and defence posture in Estonia.

Estonian and French armed forces have served side-by-side on military operations in the Central

African Republic and in Republic of Mali, and on seas near the Horn of Africa and in Estonia.

French armed forces have been regularly deployed to Estonia to protect NATO's airspace and
reinforce NATO'’s eastern flank. Since 2017 French land forces have stationed in Estonia and
training closely together with both the Estonian Defence Forces and the Estonian Defence
League. As of 2022, France has had the permanent presence of a Combined Arms Company in
Estonia as part of the UK-led Forward Land Forces (FLF), supported by a French battalion within

the UK reinforcement brigade assigned to Estonia.

Looking ahead, this partnership will be framed by an all-encompassing strategic dialogue on
relevant political and military matters, capped by regular meetings between respective Ministers

of Defence and Chiefs of Defence for strategic guidance.

Building on shared values, interests and objectives, Estonia and France have decided to

consolidate their strategic and operational proximity and work towards a mutual defence clause.

While France reiterates its commitment to NATO Forward Land Forces (FLF) and the
prepositioning of equipment and ammunition in Estonia, the cooperation will be deepened
across all military services and branches, from land, maritime and air domain to cyber and space
domains. Conversely, Estonia will continue to expand and develop relevant Host Nation Support

to support France’s posture in Estonia.

These activities will be complemented by mutually beneficial capability development and
defense acquisitions and further reinforced by concrete projects on innovation, research and
development on new technologies, including on Al, UAS, electronic warfare and deep precision

strikes.

These strands of work will be operationalized with implementing roadmaps in the near future.
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