
NOTE TO THE EDITORIAL STAFF

OF THE MINISTRY OF THE ARMED FORCES

AND OF VETERANS

Paris, February 2, 2026 

Exercise ORION 26 PHASE O2 – from February 8th to March 1st, 2026

A major event in the French operational preparation for high-intensity scenarios, ORION 26
aims to prepare the armed forces for complex situations in multiple, varied, and contested
environments. This exercise seeks to demonstrate France’s determination to durably protect
its territory, citizens, and interests by preparing for the most demanding military challenges.

A multi-service and multinational exercise based on a fictional but credible scenario inspired
by NATO standards, ORION 26 recreates all forms of modern combat, from hybrid threats to
high-intensity warfare.

ORION 26 also aims to strengthen cross-ministry coordination by involving twelve ministries and
numerous institutional and civilian actors to manage the anticipated consequences on the
French national territory of military engagement abroad.

You will find below the accreditation proposal for the VIP Day – media day on February 19, as
well as the various media sequences (1) proposed in chronological order by the three armies:

French Air and Space Force
French Navy
French Army

For further information, we invite you to visit the dedicated web pages. There, you will find
press tools, an image library, and activities related to the exercise.

Link to the dedicated ORION 26 webpage:
https://www.defense.gouv.fr/orion-2026-armees-francaises-face-au-combat-haute-intensite

Link to the press kit:
https://www.defense.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/ministere-armees/ORION%2026%20-
%20Press%20kit%20%2820260202%29.pdf

(1) The open-to-press sequences presented below are provided for informational purposes
only and may be postponed in case of unfavorable weather conditions or operational
constraints.

VIP DAY – MEDIA DAY on Thursday, February 19, 2026

The following program may be subject to short-notice changes; particularly in case of
deteriorating weather conditions.

Seats on the A400M, departing from Villacoublay (78) will be allocated within the limit of
available spaces. For media outlets that wish to participate and do not have space on the
A400M, it will be possible to join the media day by traveling directly to Saint-Nazaire Airport
(44) using their own means of transportation, where they can benefit from the presentations
given in Villacoublay (78).

1.  Daily schedule

8:00 am: Arrival of delegations at Villacoublay Air Base 107 (78) (welcome coffee)

8:30 am:

General presentation of the exercise (road to crisis)

Presentation of the cyber component

Presentation of the COS (Special Operations Command) component and its role in a

high-intensity conflict and its involvement in ORION

Presentation of the space component with a summary of space actions planned as part

of the exercise

9:30 am to 10:00 am: Boarding an A400M, then takeoff

10:30 am AM: arrival of media who would come by their own means.

10:45 am: arrival at Saint-Nazaire Airport (44)

11:00 am: Presentation of joint-staff sequences:

Phase 1 - Air and Space Force:

Presentation of the air and space component of the operation with the takeover of the
airport sites and the captaincy.
 Air superiority acquisition:

Two Rafale fighters jets flying overhead (show of force)
Video of surface-to-air and air-to-air firings
Drone interception + video

Demonstration of targeting by an air defense system with simulation of a destructive
shot thanks to the aerial weapon.

Phase 2 - Army:

Broadcast of a river assault carried out by commandos
Presentation of a helicopter assault with an fast rope descent sequence and the capture
of several strategic buildings
Deployment of drones in support of ground operations
Dynamic intervention of a platoon equipped with a reconnaissance and combat
armored vehicle JAGUAR and a section equipped with the multi-roles armored vehicle
GRIFFON

Phase 3 - Air and Space Force:

Deployment of the concept “Agile Combat Employment”

Assault landing of an A400M

Activation of a Mamba firing unit

Tactical landing of the two Rafale and preparation of the aircraft on the parking lot.

12:00 am: lunch break

1:45 pm: group departure for the port of Saint-Nazaire (44)

2:20 pm: boarding amphibious helicoptere carrier

2:30 pm: speech by the Chief of the Defence Staff (CEMA)

2 :45 pm: situation update on operations as part of the exercise

3:15 pm: media sequence with the participants of the exercise

3:30 pm: media sequence on board the helicoptere carrier and presentation of 3 workshops

4:30 pm: disembarkation from the helicoptere carrier and transfer by bus to Saint-Nazaire
Airport (44) Departure of journalists using their own vehicles..

4:45 pm: boarding the A400M and takeoff

5:45 pm: landing at Villacoublay (78) and end of sequence.

2.  Special arrangements for the press:

Media wishing to attend this day must register with the media relations office of the CECIA
by Friday, February 6, 2026, at the latest.

The following must be specified:
Number of participants (maximum 2 people per media outlet)
First and last names of each participant
Name of the media outlet and its contact details (email + phone)
Attach to the accreditation request a scanned copy of a valid ID (front/back) (ID card or
passport) as well as press cards for each participant.

Media contacts :

Media relations office of the Joint Inter-Service Command Expert Center
cecia-orion26-presse.communication.fct@def.gouv.fr

+33 6 82 86 85 63 / + 33 6 82 82 70 72

Centre médias du ministère des Armées et des Anciens combattants
media@dicod.fr
09 88 67 33 33

Délégation à l’information et
à la communication de la défense
DICoD
Centre médias du ministère des Armées et des Anciens combattants
60, boulevard du général Martial Valin
CS 21623 - 75009 Paris Cedex 15
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