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DearJohn,

DearMinisterNg,

Mydearcolleagues,

Ladiesandgentlemen,friends,

First,pleaseallowmetothanktheInternationalInstituteofStrategic

Studiesforitsperfectorganisationofthis15theditionoftheShangri-

LaDialogue,andofcoursealsotheSingaporegovernmentforits

warmhospitality.ItisanhonourforFrancetobepresentatthisvital

meetingforsecurityinAsia.Formepersonally,it'sthe4thtimethatI

havehadthepleasureofbeinghereinthisroom,andIamproudto

haveestablishedthecontinuityofFrance'sattendancehere,asa

reflectionofourinterestandimplicationinsecuritymattersinthe

Asia-Pacific.

FranceisaEuropean power,butithasterritoriesthatare

geographicallyandpoliticallyinAsiaandOceania.Today,85%ofour

exclusiveeconomiczoneofelevenmillionsquarekilometres,the

secondlargestintheworld,isintheIndianandPacificOceans.

MorethanonemillionsixhundredFrenchcitizensliveinthiszone.

Wemaintainapermanentmilitarypresenceofeightthousandmenand

women,whoareresponsiblefortheprotectionandsecurityofthe

Frenchterritoriesandforthecontrolofourexclusiveeconomiczones.

Theseforcestakepartinhumanitarianassistanceanddisasterrelief



operationsforlocalpopulations,inthefightagainstillicittrafficking

andinthenavalmissionsoftheFrenchstate,aswellasindefence

cooperationactivitieswithourmanyalliesandpartners,inevery

domain.

Beingattheheartofthisarea,Asiaisakeyengineofeconomic

dynamism,demographicgrowthandtechnologicalinnovationandis

ofdecisiveimportanceforglobalprosperity.Butatthesametimeit

hasvulnerabilities.

Therefore,formeasDefenceMinister,thequestionofAsia-Pacific

stabilityisnotatheoreticalissue.Itisaconcreteconcernthat

mobilisesentirepartsofmyministry,inthefieldsofstrategicanalysis,

regionalassessments,dialogueandcooperationwithourpartners,

intelligence,planningandoperations.

ThinkingabouttheconflictsintheAsia-Pacificandtheirresolution

meansthinkingabouttheconditionsunderwhichstabilityinthis

regionispossible.Icanseetwomainconditions,whichIwouldlike

todiscusswithyou:orderandchange.

Stabilitydependsonapoliticalorder.Thisorderisthefruitofa

historicalprocessthattranslatesintothearchitectures,institutionsand

legalandpoliticalarrangementsthatguaranteeanenduringframework

forhumanactivities.Butthisorderisnotstatic.Itcanevolve.



Thatiswhythesecondessentialconditionforstabilityis-

paradoxically-change.Or,tobemoreprecise,adaptation-inother

wordstheprocessbywhichchangecantakeplacewithoutgenerating

catastrophicinstability.

Forchangeandstabilitytogowelltogether,variousbasicingredients

havetobecombined.Threeseem tometobeofprimordial

importance.

Firstly,arules-basedorder,i.e.theruleoflaw.Thisaspectisof

particularimportancewhenconsideringthechallengesofregional

maritimesecurity.Theprincipleoffreedomofnavigation,whetherat

seaorintheair,towhichFranceisdeeplyattached,constitutesa

crucialissue.Lastweek,theheadsofstateorgovernmentoftheG7

underlinedtheirattachmenttoamaritimeorderfoundedonclearrules

andconformingtointernationallaw,asstipulatedintheUnited

NationsConventionontheLawoftheSea.Thisquestionisofthe

utmostimportance,andnotonlyforstabilityandsecurityintheregion:

ifthelawoftheseaisnotrespectedtodayintheChinaseas,itwillbe

threatenedtomorrowintheArctic,theMediterraneanorelsewhere.In

ordertocontinuetocontaintherisksofconflict,wemustdefendlaw

anddefendourselvesbymeansoflaw.

ThisisamessagethatFrancewillcontinuetorepeatininternational



institutions.ItisamessagethatFrancewillcontinuetoputinto

practice,bysailinghershipsandflyingheraircraftwherever

internationallawallowsandoperationalneedsrequire.Severaltimesa

year,FrenchNavyvesselssailthewatersofthisregion,andthiswill

continue.Sincethebeginningofthisyear,theFrenchnavyhas

alreadydeployedthreetimesthroughtheSouthChinaSea.Wedothis

todefendournationalinterestsandoursecurity,toimplementour

defencepartnershipsandtocontributetoregionalandinternational

peaceandsecurity.

Thesecondindispensableingredientisdialogueandthepeaceful

settlementofdisputes,basedonmutualtrust.Theestablishmentof

dialoguebetweencountrieswithopposingterritorialclaimsismore

thannecessary.Onthispoint,France,likemanyothercountriesinthis

roomtoday,regretsthatinrecentyearstherehasbeennosubstantial

progressontheSouthChinaSeaCodeofConductbetweenthe

countriesconcerned.

Finally,thethirdkeyingredientforeffectivemanagementofchangeis

firmness.Wemustremainfirminthefaceofactionsthatundermine

therules-basedorder,firmvisàvisthosewhorefuseinternationallaw

anddialogue.AstheDefenceMinisterofacountrywhosearmed

forcesareengagedonalargenumberofoverseastheatres,Icanassure

youthatthisfirmnesscomesataprice,butwehavenochoiceifwe

wishtopreserveorderandsecurity.Thisresolveisfirstlyaquestion



ofpoliticalwill.Itappliestotransnationalterrorism,whichisnotonly

rifeintheLevantandinEuropebutalsoaffectsAsia.Inaddition,in

thecaseofAsia,resolveandpoliticalwillarecalledforindealing

withNorthKorea,whoseactionsconstituteathreattointernational

peaceandsecurity.

Thecorollaryofthisprincipleoffirmness,forFrance,isreliability.In

thesamewaythatweareareliableandrigorousallyforouralliesin

CentralandEasternEurope,inthecontextofthecrisisthatRussia

broughtonin2014,playingourfullpartinthereassurancemeasures

andinthefutureenhancedforwardpresenceonEurope'seastern

frontier.

Inexactlythesamewaywestandalongsideourmainpartnersinthis

regionoftheworld:withIndia,ofcourse,whichhasbeenourmain

strategicpartnerinAsiasince1997;withMalaysia,whichisahistoric

partnerinSouth-EastAsia;withSingapore,arecognizedanchorof

stabilityinthispartoftheworld;andwithAustralia,withwhomour

defencecooperationwillbeconsiderablyexpandedintheyearsand

decadestocome,bothinthenavaldomainbutalsobeyond.Inthis

regard,Iwouldliketoaddthatthereinforcementofourdefence

relationswithAustraliarestsuponanincreasingconvergenceof

interests,asdemonstratedbyourjointpresenceinanumberof

operationaltheatres.



Inthisglobalisedworldofours,therearenolocalorregional

challenges,onlysharedchallengesofvaryingintensity.France,by

givingitselfthemeanstodefenditsinterestsandbyplayingan

ambitioussecurityrole,intendstocontributetomaintainingstability

intheAsia-Pacific.Tobeeffective,thiscontributioncanonlybe

conceivedinalogicofcomplementarity,sidebysidewithour

partners,inparticularIndia,Australia,theUnitedStates,Singapore,

MalaysiaandJapan-amongothers.Francewishestodevelopmore

meaningfuldefencerelationshipswithallASEANcountries,andI

willactuallybeflyingofftoVietnamthisafternoon,toenhanceour

defencecooperation.

FranceisaEuropeanUnioncountry.AndtheconditionsthatIhave

stated,namelyrespectfortheruleoflaw,thequestfordialogueand

firmnesswhentheruleoflawisviolated,areattheheartofthe

"responsiblemultilateralism"that,intheeyesofFrance,should

characterisetheactionsoftheEuropeanUnion.Thatiswhy,for

instance,thesituationintheSouthChinaSeadirectlyconcernsthe

EuropeanUnion–andnotonlybecausewehaveaneconomicinterest

inmaintainingthefreedomofshipping.

Therefre,couldwenothaveEuropeannaviescoordinateinorderto

ensureasregularandasvisibleapresenceaspossibleinthemaritime

areasofAsia?IwillsoondetailthisproposaltomyEuropean

counterparts,andIhopethatwewillbeabletomeasureprogress



made,together,atthenexteditionoftheShangri-La.

Franceiswell-placedtoknow thatinternationalcrisesthatare

developingdirectlyaffectoursecurity.TheIndopacificareaislucky

tobe,onthewhole,preservedfromopenconflict.Francewillplayits

fullpartinourcollectiveresponsibilitytopreserveandtoreinforce

securityinthisregion.

Thankyouforyourattention.


